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The First Convert

Acts 13:4-12
Introduction:

Paul conducted three missionary trips.
1. The pioneer trip when he went to un-evangelized fields.
These fields must be ploughed and planted. This must happen in the entire world. Local churches do not lose when they send their valuable people, prayer, money and efforts to other places. He went to the great population centers of the world. He taught them to go to the other towns and hamlets around them. He planted a church in Ephesus (3rd trip).  Later John wrote letters to 7 churches in that area. He had a “Bible College” there. (A.19.7)
Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea

Paul wrote to the church in Colosse and mentioned Hierapolis. All of these other cities were apparently reached by his converts. We either evangelize or fossilize.  
2. The Second Trip – The Planning Trip
He visited the churches o the first trip and then planned to expand to Asia, Eastern Europe, then to Rome, Spain and, if the Lord allows to the rest of the world.
3. The Third Trip – The Preaching/teaching Trip.
He went to encourage, to exhort, to expound the Scriptures, to fortify the believers, to build them up in the faith to add to their knowledge of the God’s Word.
He did this by his presence (Bible College- 2 year AA?)
  
 His letters 
After 1st Trip - Galatians


2nd Trip - I–II Thessalonians

  
  
3rd Trip – Rom., 1-2-3-4 Corinthians



        


 In Prison - In Rome - Col., Eph., Phil., Phile.
In this passage Paul is in the pioneering phase of his ministry.

I. The Start – 13:4-5
A. Their Movements – 13:4
“So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to ﻿﻿Cyprus.”
1. The Goal – Missions
a. The Command of Jesus - Acts 1:8
“After the Holy Spirit has come upon you﻿… you shall be ﻿﻿witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and ﻿﻿Samaria, and to the ﻿﻿uttermost part of the earth.” 

b. The Circumstances of the World

The religions of the world were totally given over to debauchery and perversion. There was no saving message at all.
c. The Exclusiveness of the Gospel
“There is no other name under heaven, given among men whereby you must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Where are they going to hear that name except form us?
2. The Guidance - the Holy Spirit 
“they were sent out by the Holy Spirit.” That is important to know. 

Where they should go – Seleucia - The seaport for Antioch 16 miles away. Not as busy as Tyre or Sidon, but just right to go to Cyprus and then to the mainland.

3. The Geography – Cyprus
The gospel goes to sea for the first time.
B. Their Message – 13:5a

“And when they arrived in Salamis, ﻿﻿they preached the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews.”
Salamis – the largest city on the eastern half of the island. It was the religious center. Apparently a large number of Jews, had – not just - a synagogue, but synagogues. There were also Gentile proselytes maybe some from Pentecost or the persecution. They would know the O.T.
1. The Word 

Why the synagogue? Jesus was the Jewish Messiah.  He was prophesied in the O.T.
They may have preached the prophecies of the Incarnation of Christ, His life, His death, His resurrection and His ascension
2. The Gospel

The emphasis was on the application of the Gospel.
Remember Paul pronounced a curse on anyone who got the gospel wrong, even if it were an angel (Gal. 1:8-9).
So, I am going to follow Paul around and see what the real Gospel is. Guess what? – Someone comes up to Paul and asks him that very question:
﻿﻿

“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” (Acts 16:30)



What was Paul’s answer?



    Ask Jesus into your heart or life? 





Repent and be baptized?





     ABC including “confess Him before men?





Promise to serve Jesus?






Promise to stop sinning?
NONE OF THE ABOVE!
﻿


“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved,

Paul did not mix discipleship into his message of salvation. To the Thessalonians he said, “Turned to God from idols” - To do what? - In order to receive eternal salvation? No! But - “to serve”.

You can’t serve God unless you are in fellowship with Him dedicated (surrendered) to Him. -- Repented of your sins -- Turned from your old life.
C. Their Minister – 13:5b
“They also had ﻿﻿John as their assistant.”

1. John Mark – you remember John Mark
He probably had duties, mostly helping with the menial tasks of the journey.  Was he a “sent one” or a “went one.” [Two kinds of missionaries]

2. Any others?

There were none stated, but there may have been others.

II. The Stop – 13:6a
﻿
“Now when they had gone through ﻿﻿the island to Paphos,”
A. Paganism – there was a temple of Venus, the goddess of love.
There was all kinds of superstition and prostitution. Every woman had to serve at least one time to the service of temple prostitution and give the money to the temple of Venus.
B. Politics – Paphos was the seat of the government.
The politics was no better than the religion.
III. The Struggle – 13:6b-12
A. The Contact – 13:6b-7

1. The False-hearted Prophet – 13:6b

“they found ﻿﻿a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew whose name was Bar-Jesus, 

There was a Jewish apostate who had the ear of the Procolsul. He was sorcerer (Magi - Matt 2:17) a false prophet called Bar-Jesus (son of Jesus)

2. The Fair-minded Proconsul – 13:7
“…who was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man. This man called for Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God”
Sergius Paulus was the proconsul. The historian, Pliny, says that “he was an intelligent man and hated the moral degradation.” But what was there to put in it’s place, Fatalism, Astrology? He seemed to be prepared for the message of the Gospel.
B. The Confrontation – 13:8-11


1. His Jealous Behavior – 13:8
“But ﻿﻿Elymas the sorcerer (for so his name is translated) withstood them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith. 

There is usually someone standing against the gospel presentation on the mission field: The local Shaman -- The witch doctor-- The local holy man --Or – the local priest

Also at home the young convert facing his parents the college student confronting a sneering professor.

2. His Jewish Background – 13:9-10
“Then Saul, who also is called Paul, ﻿﻿filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him and said, “O full of all deceit and all fraud, ﻿﻿you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease perverting the straight ways of the Lord? 
Paul was filled with the Holy Spirit. This is not Baptism, the initial reception of the Holy Spirit.
Note: there is no such thing today as a believer who does not possess the Holy Spirit. Rom. 8:9
It is the filling: Not for being but for doing. And it is not a one-time occurrence.

We find the disciples being filled at various times. Then they do the assigned task and the next time they need to be filled again. It is the empowerment for service.

This service was confronting this “son of the devil” who was full of deceitfulness and fraud -- The enemy of righteousness -- Perverter of the straight ways of the Lord.
3. His Judicial Blindness – 13:11
a. The Sentence Enunciated – 13:11a

“And now, indeed, ﻿﻿the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you shall be blind, not seeing the sun for a time.” 
Indeed – meaning - you claim that the hand of the Lord is upon you. Now it is. Only this time it is for judgment.
You shall be blind – you are the enlightened one - Now you are blind.

You claimed to bring light - now you are in darkness
b. The Sentence Executed – 13:11b
“And immediately a dark mist fell on him, and he went around seeking someone to lead him by the hand.”
It happened immediately – so that Sergius Paulus could see that he was a fraud.
C. The Convert – 13:12
“Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had been done, being astonished at the teaching of the Lord.”
The proconsul believed. This reminds me of another man, in Acts 8:13 His name was Simon Magus -- Then Simon himself also believed; and when he was baptized 

There is great discussion about Simon. Was he saved?  One commentary says, “He was not saved. But then he says that Sergius Paulus was saved. Why? “because the word for saved ἐπίστευσαν is used. That means that he was saved.

Guess what? The same word id used in both places. They were both saved. Why? - Because they both believed. 
If they both believed, what did they receive?
What happened next? We don’t know. The Holy Spirit moves the story on.
We don’t know what happened to Sergius Paulus?
What happened to Elymas? Don’t know!

The Holy Spirit is simply showing us what happened when the Gospel met Paganism. It exposed it for the lie that it is. No apology, no fear, no distortion, no dialog, no debate, and above all no compromise. Like Elijah on Mt. Carmel, the Word of God won the day decisively.
This was the beginning of the Pioneer missionary trip.
